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Hello! 

I am very excited to join the dedicated team of volunteers, sponsors and friends of The 
Christmas Connection.  I have been familiar with this fine organization for many years and 
respect its’ strong history and great reputation.  I am blessed to have the opportunity to 
work with all of you. 

I would like to share a few things about myself and look forward to meeting you very soon 
to learn more about you.  My background is in non-profit work.  I have done fundraising, 
public relations, special event development, and management of non-profits for over 20 
years.  I previously worked for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, Brewer Entertainment 
in Bricktown, Community Health Charities and the Edmond Jazz & Blues Festival.  I have 
also done an extensive amount of volunteer work for our sons’ school and our church. 

I am married to Dick Dutton and we have two very active boys.  Charlie is 14 and will be a 
freshman at Edmond Memorial High School in the fall.  Bowen is 11 and will be in 6th 
grade at Oakdale School.  While Dick and I both grew up in Texas, we have been in Okla-
homa far longer and consider it home. 

I am anxious to meet you and gain perspective on The Christmas Connection.  Please call or 
stop by and introduce yourself.  I will look forward to seeing you soon! 
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Activities get underway in July for our back-to-school programs.  The collection events to gather school sup-
plies, backpacks and school uniforms will begin July 6th.  A number of businesses are again hosting our collec-
tion containers.  If you would like a collection box at your business, please let us know by calling 634-2006. 

 

Back Pack Shopping Days are August 7th, 12th, 13th and 14th 

Volunteers are needed to assist in advance with stocking the store and during the shopping days to help parents.  
The School Connections program will provide back packs and supplies for over 900 students this school year 
and provide over 1200 uniforms.   

School Uniforms 

Forty-Five percent of the schools in the Oklahoma City Public School System require uniforms. If the students 
do not have the required uniforms they cannot attend class! The need for student uniforms is growing as more 
schools within the system utilize this format. We gladly accept gently used and new uniforms in all sizes all year 
long.  If you know of a school that might be interested in donating used uniforms in good condition, please let us 
know! 
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Crisis Relief 
Needs Increase 
The Christmas 
Connection Crisis Relief 
program has seen an 
increase in demand the 
past few months as a 
result of the recent 
storms, tornados, hail, 
and flooding.  Damage in 
some areas was 
significant and many 
families are in need.  We 
have also had several 
fire referrals.  We 
partnered with Life 
Church in Edmond to 
provide fans and boxes 
for those affected by the 
floods.  We are still in 
need of the following 
items:  house wares, pots 
& pans, silverware, 
drinking glasses, bath 
and kitchen towels, 
bedding, linens, sofas, 
beds and dining tables 
and chairs. 

 You can drop off items 
during store hours and 
our dedicated volunteers 
will restock the shelves 
for the next family in 
need! 

 

Rachel  Gray and her children,  

Holley  age 11, and  Dylan age 
9, were pleased  to receive 
help form The Christmas Con-
nection.  Rachel said,  “My 
kids and I have clothes to keep 
us warm and they have uni-
forms for school. We came 
here with nothing and expect-
ing nothing and feel like the 
volunteer help restored our 
faith in people and God! 
Thanks so much.” 



Art Gallery Event Supports   
The Christmas Connection 

Artist Jeff Gardner recently unveiled his latest work 
at a special preview party benefitting the Christmas 
Connection at In Your Eye Studio in the Paseo Arts 
District. In conjunction with the art preview, a wel-
coming reception was held for Shelley Dutton, the 
Christmas Connection’s new executive director.  
Over 70 guests enjoyed the work of 9 local artists 
and a delightful array of food and beverages from 
Johnnie’s Catering and Joullian Wines. 

Gardner's exhibit, "On the Road Again," features a 
new series of pastel on silver gelatin prints. Part 
painting, part photograph, the art integrates move-
ment, light and color into evocative pieces. The sub-
jects are blurred from photographs taken from a 
moving vehicle. The exhibit will continue on display 
through July 31st. A portion of the proceeds from 
the art sales will benefit The Christmas Connection.  
Stop in a meet Jeff and the other artists and support 
TCC.  Visit www.inyoureyegallery.com. 
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CLOTHING —Hang & size girls & boys items. 

DRIVERS—Pick up donations & make deliveries. 

FRONT DESK—Answer phones, light typing & 
assist shoppers. 

HISTORIAN —Do you like to scrapbook?  We 
need help organizing photos, flyers and news articles 

RESOURCE ASSISTANTS—Assist shoppers with 
information on local resources: Monday evening & 
an occasional Saturday. 

BACKPACK SHOPPING DAYS—August 7, 12, 13 
& 14.   Call to sign up to help! 
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Elf Express—July 2010 
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Calendar of Events 

July 6      Collections begin for   
      School Connections 

July 27      Board Meeting 

August 3   KISS FM Remote-   
       School Collections 

August 7   Back Pack  

       Shopping Days  

August 12, 13, 14  

          Back Pack Shopping Days 

August 24  Board Meeting 

Sept. 25      North Pole Winter Ball 

Sept. 28      Board Meeting 
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Board of Directors 

Frank Freidhoff, Chairman 

Tony LoPresto, Co-Vice Chair 

Brian Conway, Treasurer 

Bill Ross, Assistant Treasurer 

Betty Worley, Secretary 

Linda Adams 

Kinsey Crocker 

Angelica Freimann 

Billy Garrett 

A. J. Jacobs 

Marion Paden 

Andrew Payne 

Gary Rankin 

Jacqueline Sit 

Contact Us: 

(405)  634-2006 

www.christmasconnection.org 

Shelley Dutton 

sdutton@christmasconnection.org 

Valerie Finley 

vfinley@christmasconnection.org 

 

STORE HOURS 

Monday  9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Tuesday—Friday 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Weekend times by vary. 

To treat those in need with            
dignity and respect by giving 

them the opportunity to person-
ally select items for Christmas, 

education and daily living. 


